WATERTHORPE NURSERY INFANT SCHOOL


POLICY FOR CHARGING FOR SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

(1) This document explains the policy of the Governing Body in respect of charging for school activities with effect from 1st November 1996 as required under sections 106-111 and 117-118 of the Education Reform Act 1988.  The statement is based on advice set out in DES Circular No. 2/89 and relates only to charges which may be made by the Governing Body which may be paid by a registered pupil or a pupil’s parent(s)/carer(s).  The statement does not relate to charges for any educational activity which may be levied by or paid to third parties.

(2) Voluntary Contributions
The school may at all times seek ‘voluntary contributions’ for the benefit of the school generally or in support of any activity organised by the school whether during or outside school hours.

(3)
School Admissions

A charge may not be made for admitting a child to the school.

(4)
Education During School Hours

4.1
School hours, by way of definition for the purposes of this policy statement, are those when the school pupils are in session and do not include the break in the middle of the school day.  Basically the education provided by the school for its registered pupils will be free of charge if it is provided wholly or mainly during school hours or where provision is made:

(a) To comply with the requirements of the national curriculum

(b) To fulfil statutory duties relating to religious education

4.2 Materials and Equipment Costs

Charges may not be made for any materials, books, instruments or other equipment, including protective clothing, for use during school hours.  But where a parent has indicated in advance a wish to retain a finished product, then a charge may be made for ingredients/materials supplied.

4.3 Transport

No charge may be levied or any transport provided during school hours to carry pupils between school premises or between the school and nay other place where education is provided.

4.4 Educational Visits

No charge may be made for visits by pupils deemed to take place in school hours.

4.5 Tuition in the Playing of a Musical Instrument

Section 280 of the Education Act 1993 enables the school to charge not only for music tuition to individuals, but also for tuition for small groups or four or fewer pupils.  However, no charge may be levied where the tuition is required by the National Curriculum (whether or not it takes place in or out of school hours).

(5) Education Outside School Hours

5.1 Free Education

No charge may be made for education provided, wholly or mainly, outside school hours for registered pupils where the provision is made to fulfil any of the statutory requirements listed in para. 4.1 (a) and (b) above.

5.2 Optional Extras
Charges may be made for education provided for registered pupils at the school, wholly or mainly outside school hours, which does not fall within categories 4.1 (a) and (b) above.  Such provision is deemed an ‘optional extra’ – i.e. an activity which does not take place during school hours.  Pupils may opt for a particular optional extra on the basis that parents are willing to pay.

N.B. The agreement of parents is therefore a necessary prior condition for providing an optional extra which will attract charges.

(6) Education Partly During School Hours

Charges may be made for activities that take place partly during school hours provided that the majority of the activity takes place during sessions deemed half-days out of school hours and provided the activity is not undertaken to fulfil any of the statutory requirements listed in para. 4.1 (a) and (b) above.

(7) Breakage or Damage to School Premises/Equipment

The school may ask parents to pay for damage to school property or equipment where this is the result of the pupil’s behaviour.

(8) Policy on Remission of Charges for School Activity

The Governors have determined that there are not matters for which they would allow full or part remission of charges.

(9) Review

The policy statement will be reviewed by the Steering Committee, of the Governing body, annually.
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