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Introduction

Design and Technology is a subject which involves children in the designing, making and evaluation of products using a variety of appropriate skills and materials.

Aims and Objectives

Design and Technology enhances the curriculum by providing a practical emphasis and enables children to be creative and productive. Through their activities they will become more aware of the man-made world and the impact technology has on everyday life.

In Design and Technology pupils will be offered opportunities to:

· Take part in a wide range of learning opportunities which encourage enquiry

· Extend their range of learning environments and depth of experience

· Promote motivation, creativity and enjoyment

· Explore and evaluate problems

· Develop and learn the knowledge and skills required to design and make products of good quality using a wide range of components and materials

· Design, make, evaluate and improve their own products

· Investigate and evaluate simple everyday products

· Appreciate the impact of technology on everyday life

· Develop a knowledge of safety factors and an appreciation of safe practice

· Develop communication skills and an ability to work as an individual and in close co-operation with others

These objectives are met through the provision of carefully planned activities to ensure progression.

Teaching and Learning

At Waterthorpe Nursery Infant school we have a scheme of work in place which details coverage, progression and context for each strand of Design and Technology for Key Stage One.

Design and Technology will be taught through cross curricular lessons as part of a skills based topic. Teachers planning sheets for each topic will show provision for Design and Technology within the topic. All planning will show careful reference to the programmes of study. The programmes of study are varied through the year to include structures, mechanisms, food and textiles appropriate for Key Stage One and long term and medium term topic plans ensure coverage, continuity and a progression of skills across the year groups. Design and Technology is taught through a range of activities including:
· IDEA’s – investigative, disassembly and evaluation activities

· FPT’s – focussed practical tasks

· DMA’s – design and make activities

Opportunities are also planned for the development of designing and communication skills, the application of number and the acquisition of the technical vocabulary associated with Design and Technology.

Progression is ensured by:

· The complexity of the task undertaken

· The range and depth of knowledge

· The application of skills and processes

· Building on previous experiences

Children have opportunities to work individually, in pairs and groups.

In the Foundation Stage staff plan activities to support the objectives outlined by the individual ‘Stepping Stones’ found in the area of Knowledge and Understanding but is closely linked to the other five areas.

This includes opportunities for:

· Investigating, talking and asking questions about familiar products

· Exploration of construction kits to build and construct

· Joining, assembling and shaping a variety of materials

· Developing practical skills in selecting tools and materials and using them safely

· Extending their vocabulary through talking and explaining about their activities

· Develop confidence and enjoyment in initiating both their own making activities and those initiated by an adult

Assessment, Recording and Reporting

Assessment of pupil’s attainment is a continuous process integral to all teaching and learning. Assessment of Design and Technology will take place in the form of teacher judgement against end of unit expectations which describe what children might be expected to know and be able to do. This shows a range of expectations for the more able and less able and helps to inform teachers who is performing and making sound progress and who requires extended or focussed teaching in future sessions. Teachers record children’s progress/attainment at the end of each unit of work using a best fit to the statements which reflect the National Curriculum Descriptors. This information may be used to provide feedback to parent’s (Annual Report) and the child’s next teacher. Children are encouraged to make personal assessments of their own work through evaluation activities or through discussion with an adult or their peers as they work and identify what they need to do to improve. 

In the Foundation Stage staff observe children as they carry out their own initiated tasks and also carry out teacher focused activities where they observe more specific skills related to Knowledge and Understanding (see Foundation Stage Policy).

The subject leader collects samples of work and photographs from each year group demonstrating different levels of achievement within each unit of work. These are kept in the subject leader’s portfolio.

The school participates in Sainsbury’s/Data food award schemes where children receive certificates to reflect their achievement. Achievement is also celebrated during ‘merit assembly’ where children receive a sticker for an identified contribution. Some Year 2 children also attend a Design and Technology workshop at Kelham Island. At the end of each academic year all children in school receive either a bronze, silver or gold certificate in recognition of the Design and Technology work they have undertaken over the year.
Special Education Needs/Equal Opportunities

Differentiation in Design and Technology is the process by which children of all abilities have access to and benefit from the same or a similar curriculum developing a sense of achievement.

This is achieved by:

· Outcome

· Teaching strategies, methods, pace and language

· Content

· Task and context for learning

· The level of intervention provided

All children are taught in their class groups. More able children are stretched through questioning and extra challenges. Children with particular special needs benefit from participating, listening and watching others demonstrate their skills. However, a pupil with more challenging needs may need support with an individualised programme or by additional adult support.

Resources

We have a selection of resources for Design and Technology which include written sources e.g. teachers packs and books, visual sources e.g. puppets, moving pictures and construction kits, all stored in labelled boxes in the P.E. cupboard in the hall. Each class has a variety of construction kits stored in the classroom for daily use. All resources will be carefully monitored and extended at regular intervals. We have an annual budget for foundation subjects.
Health and Safety

Teachers teach the safe use of tools and resources and insist on good practice. When working with food children are instructed to-

· Wash their hands

· Tie back hair

· Wear an apron

as basic requirements before handling or preparing food.

Ingredients will be bought specifically for the activity and stored appropriately.

Staff Development

In order to maintain and build upon staff development some of the following strategies may be used during the school year. –

· A curriculum day

· Staff meetings

· INSET courses

· Support from the co-ordinator

The Role of the Subject Leader

The subject leader is responsible for the management of the subject. This includes the quality of its development in teaching and learning, the programme design and support for teacher’s planning, including future development in the school’s planning, and the organisation and maintenance of resources to ensure effective delivery of the subject. The subject leader negotiates with the headteacher how to develop the subject and together ensure that the subject is identified in the school improvement plan for regular review.

Review and Evaluation

This document will be reviewed in Spring 2013.

Equality Impact Assessment Template
	Name of policy or project being assessed?
	Date

	Design and technology 
	30/11/07


	Priority Level
	

	High
	

	Medium
	

	Low
	X


	Lead Officer: Helen Stokes

	Members of the assessment team: Helen Stokes & Suzanne Marriott

	Others involved in the assessment (peer review/external challenge): Co-ordinator’s Committee members


	What are the aims of the policy or project?

Design and Technology enhances the curriculum by providing a practical emphasis and enables children to be creative and productive. Through their activities they will become more aware of the man-made world and the impact technology has on everyday life.

In Design and Technology pupils will be offered opportunities to:

· Take part in a wide range of learning opportunities which encourage enquiry

· Extend their range of learning environments and depth of experience

· Promote motivation, creativity and enjoyment

· Explore and evaluate problems

· Develop and learn the knowledge and skills required to design and make products of good quality using a wide range of components and materials

· Design, make, evaluate and improve their own products

· Investigate and evaluate simple everyday products

· Appreciate the impact of technology on everyday life

· Develop a knowledge of safety factors and an appreciation of safe practice

· Develop communication skills and an ability to work as an individual and in close co-operation with others

These objectives are met through the provision of carefully planned activities to ensure progression.

	Who is the intended customer/service user of this project or policy?

Children and staff

	What are the desired outcomes from this project or policy?

To provide a clear approach to the learning of design and technology

	List any other key policies, procedures, projects or strategies that this policy/project has implications on:

Curriculum, Equal opportunities


	What are the racial, disability and gender equality implications of the policy or project?

To ensure that all groups are given equal opportunities to access this area of the curriculum

	Does the policy or project have any significant positive impact for:

· Different racial groups

· Disabled persons

· Men and women

· Boys and girls  
	Yes

	Does the policy or project have any significant adverse impact for:

· Different racial groups

· Disabled persons

· Men and women

· Boys and girls  
	No

	Do you have any evidence?


	

	Is there any way that you could reduce or eliminate the adverse impact or increase positive impact?
	


	Action to take

	If you have indicated there is a negative impact, can it be justified?     
	YES
	
	NO
	

	If you have indicated there is a negative impact and it cannot be justified, is it discrimination?  
	YES
	
	NO
	

	If you have answered YES, please list all the changes that you have made to eliminate this discrimination:



	Please state how will you monitor the policy or project?: Policy review (by staff/governors by dates on policy



	Signed (Person completing the form):


	Date: 30/11/07

Reviewed 5/1/10
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